During these hard economic times, any way to save money can be a blessing. Have you ever tried home-made laundry soap? It is really quite easy and economic, approximately 3 cents a load! 
Ingredients:

4 cups of hot water

1 soap bar of FELS-NAPTHA®
1 cup of washing soda (Arm & Hammer®)

½ cup Borax (20 Mule Team®)

Makes approximately 120 loads

All of the above items are found at most grocery stores in the laundry aisle.

Please be aware that this soap will not “suds-up”, but the ingredients in the soap does the cleaning, not the suds. The finished soap will not be a solid gel, it will be more of a watery gel that has been described as an egg-noodle soap look.

Instructions for making the soap:

1. Grate bar of soap and add to saucepan with water. Stir continuously over medium to low heat until soap dissolves and is melted.

2. Fill a 5 gallon bucket ½ full of hot tap water. Add melted soap , washing soda and Borax. Stir well until all powder is dissolved. Fill bucket to top with more hot water. Stir. Cover and let sit overnight to thicken.
3. Stir and fill a used, clean laundry soap dispenser ½ full with soap and then fill rest of the way with water. Shake before each use (the mixture will gel).

4. OPTIONAL. You can add 10-15 drops of essential oil per 2 gallons of soap. Add once the soap has cooled. Makes 10 gallons. Top load washers use ½ cup to 5/8 cup per load. Front load washers use ¼ cup per load. Remember, this soap does not suds-up.

